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CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS FOR THE TUOLUMNE 
BAND OF ME-WUK INDIANS OF THE TUOLUMNE 
RANCHERIA OF CALIFORNIA 

PREAMBLE 

We* the Tuolumne Band of Me-wuk Indians of the Tuolumne 
Rancheria in the State of California, in order to establish a legal 
rancheria organization and secure certain privileges and powers 
offered to us by the Indian Reorganization Act. do hereby ordain 
and establish this constitution and bylaws. 

Article I — Territory 


The jurisdiction of the Tuolumne Band of Me-wuk Indians shall 
extend to the territory within the confines of the Tuolumne Ran- 
cberia. as established by warranty deed dated October 25, 1910, 
and to such other lands as may hereafter be added thereto under any 
law of the United States, except as otherwise provided by law. 

Article II — Membership }}) 

Section 1. The /nembership of the Tuolumne Band of Me-wuk 
Indians shall consist of — 

(a) All person- of Indian blood whose names appear on the 
official census pbli- of the band as of April 1. 1935. 

(b) All cWldren born to any member of the band who is a re$j- 
dent of th^Tuolumne Rancheria at the time of the birth of said 
children. 

Sec. 2. The community council shall have the power to promul- 
gate ordinances, subject to review by the Secretary of the Interior* 
covering future membership and the adoption of new members, when 
the resources of the Tuolumne Rancheria make such adoptions 
possible. 

Article III — Governing Body 


Section 1. The governing body of the Tuolumne Band of Me-wuk 
Indians shall be the community council which shall be composed of 
all the qualified voters of the band. * A majority of the eligible 
voters shall constitute a quorum. ^3$7o 

Sec. 2, All enrolled members of the Tuolumne Band of Me-wuk 
Indians who are twenty-one years of age or over* and who have 
maintained legal residence in the band for a period of one year imme- 
diately prior to any election are qualified voters at such election. 

Sec, 3. The community council shall elect from its members by 
secret ballot (a) chairman, (b) vice chairman* (r) secretary, (d) 
treasurer, (e) and such other officers and committees as may be 
deemed necessary. 

<7Uia— 30 


t 

i 

V 

\ 

0 


3 

* 


1 

\ 

l 

J\ 


I 


5 

* 


( 1 ) 




2 


h 






* 



i nt.* ^ 


Sec. 4. The community council shall meet on the first Monday of 
January a n d JuI t. A/osem**^ £***<* /?*><-> / 

Sec. 5. With in thirty days after the ratification and approval of 
this constitution and bylaws, a community council meeting shall be 
held for the purpose of electing the officers named herein, and it 
may transact such other business as may be necessary. The o fficers 
4i t i t ihi c m ating shuU serve u nt il the JuJy meet i ng in - 19£7 -r- Q t 
whieh tim * . their succ ess or . ehati be eho o cn. Thereafter, officials 
shall J>e chosen at the < E « ly mo o ting, /Uo^< ^ *- m** 

Sec. 6. The chairman, or 25 percent of the qualified voters, may, 
by 'written notice, call special meetings of the community council. 

Sec. 7. The business committee shall consist of the chairman, sec- 
retary, end treasurer of the community council, and shall perform 
such duties as may be authorized by that council. 

Article IV — Powers or the CoMMryrrr Cor n cm 


Section 1. Enumerated powrp . — The Community Council of the 
band shall exercise the following powers, subject to any limitations 
imposed by the statutes or the Constitution of the United States: 

(a) To negotiate with the Federal, State, and local Governments: 

(b) To employ legal counsel, the choice of counsel and firing of 
fees to be subject to the approval of the Secretary* of the Interior; 

(c) To veto any sale, disposition, lease, or encumbrance of tribal 
lands, interests in lands, or other tribal assets of the band; 

(d) To advise the Secretary of the Interior with regard to all 
appropriation estimates for Federal projects for the benefit of the 
Tuolumne Rancheria prior to the submission of such estimates to the 
Bureau of the Budget and to Congress; 

(e) To manage all economic affairs and enterprises of the Tuo- 
lumne Band of Me-wuk Indians of the Tuolumne Rancheria in ac- 
cordance with the terms of a charter that may be issued to the band 
by the Secretary of the Interior; 

(f) To promulgate and enforce ordinances, which shall be subject 
to review by the Secretary of the Interior, governing the conduct of 
members of the Tuolumne Band of Me-wnk Indians of the Tuolumne 
Rancheria : providing for the manner of making, holding, and re- 
voking a^i<jnments of tribal land or interests therein: providing 
for the levying of taxes and the appropriation of available tribal 
fundc for public purposes: providing for the licensing of nonmem- 
bers coming upon the reservation for purposes of hunting, fishing, 
trading, or other business., and for the exclusion from the territory 
of the band of persons not, so licensed, and establishing proper 
agencies for the enforcement of such ordinances upon the Tuolumne 
Rancheria ; 

(g) To charter subordinate organizations for economic purposes 
and to delegate to such organizations, or to any subordinate boards 
or officials of the band, any of the foregoing powers, reserving the 
nght to review any action taken by virtue oi such delegated poxvcr: 

(h) To adopt resolutions not inconsistent with tins constitution 
and by-laws, regulating the procedure of the Community Council 
itself end of other tribal agencies, tribal officials, or tribal organiza- 
tions of the band, and exercising such duties as are conferred upon 
the Council by the attached bylaws. 
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Sec. 2. Future powers . — The Community Council may exercise 

C ^uch further powers a 5 may in the future be delegated to the Council 
by members of the tribe or bv the Secretary of the Interior or any 
other duly authorized official or agency of the State or Federal 
Government. 

Sec. 3. Reserved powei's . — Any rights and powers heretofore 
vested in the Tuolumne Band of Me-wuk Indians of the Tuolumne 
Rancheria but not expressly referred to in this constitution shall 
not be abridged by this article, but may be exercised by the people 
of the Tuolumne Band of ile-wuk Indians of the Tuolumne 
Rancheria through the adoption of appropriate bylaws and consti- 
tutional amendments. 

Sec. 4. Manuvr of rev it u \ — Any resolution or ordinance, whirl), 
by the term> of thi^ constitution is subject to review by the Secretory 
of the Interior, shall bo presented to the superintendent in charge 
of the rancheria. who shall, within ten days thereafter, approve or 
disapprove the same. 

If the su]x>rimendent shall approve a ny ordinance or resolution, 
it shall thereupon become effective, but the superintendent shall 
transmit a copv of the same, bearing his endorsement. to the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, who may within 90 day* from the date of 
enactment rescind the said ordinance or resolution for any cau^e 
by notifying the Community Council of such decision. 

If the superintendent shall refuse to approve any ordinance or 
resolution submitted to him within ten days after its enactment, he 
shall advise the Community Council of his reasons therefor. If 
these reasons appear to the Council insufficient, it may. by a ma- 
jority vote, refer the ordinance or resolution to the Secretary of the 
Intenor who may, within 90 days from the date of its enactment, 
approve the same in writing, whereupon the said ordinance or reso- 
lution shall become effective. 

( Article V — Amendments 

Section 1. This constitution and bylaws may be amended bv a 
majority vote of the qualified voters of the band voting at an elec- 
tion called for that purpose by the Secretary of the Interior: Pro - 
vid<(h That at least 30 percent of thru? entitled to vote shall vote in 
such election: but no amendment shall become effective until it shall 
have been approved by the Secretary of the Interior. 

Sec. 2. At any regular or special Community Council meeting, 
amendments to this constitution and bylaws may be proposed to be 
acted upon at the next semiannual Community Council meeting. 

If approved by a majority vote at such meeting, the proposed amend- 
ment shall be submitted to the Secretary of the Interior who shall 
thereupon call an election upon the proposed amendment. 

f V / c { ~ ' > L * < - ~ 4 /Ctjt* „ . w f~ , . 
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BYLAWS FOR THE TUOLUMNE BAND OF ME WUK INDIANS OF THE 
TUOLUMNE RAN CHER I A OF CALIFORNIA 

Article 1 — Duties or Officers 

Section 1. Each officer elected shall take an oath of office prior to 
assuming the duties thereof, by which oath lie shall pledge himself 
to support and defend the Constitution of the United States and 
this constitution and bylaw-. 

(huh : I. ; do solemnly swear that I will support and 

defend the Constitution of the United State* against all enemje>; 
tbai 1 will carry out, faithfully and impartially, the duties of my 
office to the Um nf my ability: that I will cooperate. promote. and 
protect the best intere-i* of my band in accordance with tin- con- 
stitution and bylaws. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the dutv of the community council and each 
member thereof to promote the general welfare of the members of 
tins band and to carry out the provisions and purposes of this con- 
stitution and bylaw-/ 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the chairman to preside over all 
meetings of the community council and to carry om all orders of 
the council. All members of the community council and all subor- 
dinate officers shall assist the chairman in all proper way- to carry 
out the orders of the council. 

Sec. 4. The council secretary shall keep a full report of all pro- 
ceeding- of each regular and special meeting of the community 
council and of the business committee, and shall perform such other 
duties of like nature as the council shall from time to time by re>c 
lution provide, and shall transmit copies of the minute- of each 
meeting to the superintendent in charge of the rancheria. 

Sec. 5* The council treasurer shall be the custodian of all moneys 
which come under the jurisdiction or into the control of the com- 
munity council. He shall pay out money in accordance with orders 
and resolutions of the council. He shall keep account of all receipt' 
and disbursements and shall report the same to the council at each 
regular meeting. He shall be bonded in such an amount as the 
community council may bv resolution, approved by the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs, provide. The books of the council treas- 
urer shall be subject to audit or inspection at the direction of the 
community council or the Commissioner of Indian Affair*. Until 
the council treasurer is bonded* the business committee may make 
such provision for the custody and disbursement of funds a- shall 
guarantee their safety and proper disbursement and use. 

Snr. 6. The subordinate officers of the community council shall 
nerform such duties as the council may from time to time provide 
b\ resolution. 
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Sec. 7, The order of business at any regular or special meeting 
>f the council shall be as follows : 


1. Council called to order. 

2. Roll call. 

3. Reading of minutes of previous meeting. 

4. Reports of committees. 

5. Report of council treasurer. 

6. Reading of communications:. 

7. Unfinished business 

8. New busmen. 

9. Adjournment. 


Article II — Property Recitations 


It shall be the duty of the community council w> pas- rule* and 
regulation? to prevent unauthorized prospecting or mining of any 
kind upon the Tuolumne Rancheria and to sec that -uch rule- and 
regulations are properly enforced. 

Article III — Public Welfare 


Section 1 . Community welfare . — (a) The community council 
shall determine in a careful manner what constitutes just cause for 
aid or assistance to the indigent members of the band and shall make 
proper provisions for recommendation to proper agencies of indi- 
viduals needing relief. 

(b) The community council shall designate persons who shall 
administer welfare work among members of the band, and the 
solicitation and expenditure of welfare funds shall be conducted 
in a systematic manner so that the right to do so may not be abused. 
The community council thereby shall render assistance or aid to 
:he aged, the physically handicapped, and to all others in actual 
need of assistance. 

Sec, 2. Education . — (a) The community council shall encourage 
and promote among the members of the band by every practical 
mean-, a proper system of education for members of all age- in such 
subjects as homo economics, hygiene, child care and training, etc.* 
cooperating with State and Federal departments and agencies which 
seek to promote such work. 

Article IV — Ordinances and Resolutions 

Section 1 , All ordinances and resolution^ shall be recorded and 
available at all times for the information and education of the band. 

Sec. 2. Every ordinance shall begin with the word>: <‘Bc it en- 
acted by the community council of the Tuolumne Band of Me-wuk 
Indians/’. 

Sec. 3, Every resolution shall begin with the words: i% Be it re- 
solved by the community council of the Tuolumne Band of Me-wuk 
Indian-, \ 
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Article V — Ratification of Constitution and Bylaws 

This constitution and bylaws., when adopted by a majority vote 
of the voters of the Tuolumne Band of Me-wuk Indians of the 
Tuolumne rancheria, voting at a special election called by the 
Secretary of the Interior, m which at least 30 percent of those 
entitled to vote shall vote, shall be submitted to the Secretary of 

shall be in force from the date 


OF ADOPTION 

Pursuant to an order, approved November 12. 1935, by the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, the attached constitution arid bylaws wa^ 
submitted for ratification to the members of the Tuolumne Band 
of Me-wuk Indians of the Tuolumne rancheria and was, on Decem- 
ber 7, 1935, duly ratified by a vote of 27 for and none against, in an 
election in which over 30 percent of those entitled to vote cast their 
ballots, in accordance with section 16 of the Indian Reorganization 
Act of June IS, 1934 (48 Stat, 984), as amended by the act of June 
15, 1935 (Pub., No, .147, 74th Cong.). 

William Fuller, 

ChuLirman of Election Board. 

Richard 0, Fuller. 
Secretary of Election Board. 

Roy Nash. 

Superintendent in Charge of the Rancheria. 

I, Harold L. Ickes, the Secretary of the Interior of the United 
Stares of America, by virtue of the authority granted me by the 
act of June 18. 1934 (48 Stat, 984), as amended, do hereby approve 
the attached constitution and bylaw? of the Tuolumne* Band of 
Me-wuk Indians of the Tuolumne rancheria. 

All rules and regulations heretofore promulgated by the Interior 
Department or by the Office of Indian Affairs, so far as they may 
be incompatible with any of the provisions of the said constitution 
or bylaws, are hereby declared inapplicable to the Tuolumne Band 
of Me-wuk Indians of the Tuolumne rancheria. 

All officers and employees of the Interior Department are ordered 
to abide by the provisions of the said constitution and bylaws. 

Approval recommended January 7, 1936. 

William Zimmerman, Jr,, 

Assistant C ommissioner of Indian- Affairs. 

Harold L. Ickes, 

Secretary of the Interior . 
[seal] 

Washington, D. C,, January 75, 19S0. 


the Interior for his approval, and 
Hfi Vr ^ CERTIFICATION 
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AMENDMENTS — CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS FOR THE 

TUOLUMNE BAND OF ME-WUK INDIANS OF THE TUO- 
LUMNE RANCHERIA 

AMLNJttlF.M 1. 

1. That t be )a c t line nf Section 3. Anitle Til the Constitution be 
amended to read : 

“Thirn -five percent of the eligible voih- shall const ium* a quorum *' 

♦2. Thai Section 4. Article III of the Const inn ion be amended to read : 

-The general community council shall meet orj the third Y\ ednC'day 
of November and April." 

3. That the second sentence in Section 5. Article III of the Constitu- 
tion be deleted in its entirety. 

4. That the last line of Section 5. Article III of the Constitution he 
amended to read : 

“Thereafter, officials shall be chosen at the November meeting." 
Amendment II. 

That an article be added to the Constitution as follow* * 

“Article VI— Vacancies and Removal From Office* 5 

“Section 2. Any officer who may resign, die or be removed from 
office shall be replaced only at a regular election or at a special election 
of the Community Council. 

“Section 2. Any officer convicted of a felony or misdemeanor involv- 
ing dishonesty in any Federal. State or Indian Court, may be removed 
from office by a majority vote of the eligible voters of the Community 
Council, 

“Section 3. The Community Council may, by a majority vote of i he 
eligible voters expel any office) - of the Council for neglect of duty 
or gross misconduct ; Provide*!. That the accused be given an oppor- 
tunity to answer any and all charges at a designated ( mmcil meeting. 
The decision of the Council shall be final."' 

CERTIFICATION OF ADOPTION 

Pursuant to an older, approved April 13, 2940. by the Assistant 
Secretary of the Inferior, the attached Amendments to the Constitu- 
tion and By-laws of the Tuolumne Band of MeAYuk Indians of the 
Tuolumne ftancheria, were submitted for ratification in tin* qualified 
vote)- of the Band, and on May 2940. Amendment No 1 wa- 
adopted hv a vote of 21 for. and 2 ujjahwt. and Amendment No *2 w un- 
adopted by a vote of 21 for. and ] niraiifei in. an eWCum r*i which more 
n 


2 


than 30 perceni of those entitled to vole cast their ballots in accordance 
with section 10 of the Indian Reorganization Act of June 1*. 193} 
(4S Slat. 9S4). as amended l>y the Art of Juno 15> 1935 (49 Slat. 37s)< 

Wm. Fulukil 

Chairman^ Tvolvmm Community Council, 

Roy Na«ii % 

Superintend? hi, Sar icunmto Agtncy. 


1. Oscar L. Chapman. tin* A distant Secretary of t lie Interior of 
the Vnited States of America. by virtue of the authority "ranted mo 
by tlie Act of June IF 193-1 ( 4 " Stat. 9S4). a- amended. do hereby 
approve the attached Amendments to the Con«tiiuti»»], and Bvdnu- of 
the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indian- of the Tuolumne Ranchem. 

Approval recommended : July 10. 1940. 

F. H. Daiker, 

A <> ' /.-s t * ) n* ift the f i. 

0>CAP L, CblAlMt \N. 


Washington. D, C. ? July 12, 191^0. 


[seal] 


V I aoVKNXE?.' er» :t i»n 



r- 






AMENDMENT - CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS FOR TEE TUOLUMNE BAND OF ME-VUK 
INDIANS OF THE TUOLUMNE RANCHERIA 

AMENDMENT III 


Section 1, Article II - Membership - shall be amended in its entirety 
to read as follows: 

Section 1 . The membership of the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk 
Indians shall consist of - 

(a) All persons of Indian blood whose names appear on the 
Official Voter's List of the band as of April 1, 1935 » and 
the listed children thereof under twenty-one (2l) years of 
age at that time. 

(b) Any persons of at least one-fourth (l/U) degree Indian 
blood who is a lineal descendant of any person listed under 
(a) above. 

(c) All other persons enrolled under the provisions of a 
duly enacted adoption enrollment ordinance. 


Pursuant to an election authorized by the Area Director, Sacramento 
Area Office on December 23 » 1 975 * the attachment Amendment III to 
the Constitution and Bylaws for the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians 
of the Tuolumne Rancheria of California was submitted to the qualified 
voters of the community council and was on February 19, 1976, duly 
adopted by a vote of 2 $ "for", and 1 "against", in an election in 
which at least thirty percent (30%) of the 36 entitled to vote cast 
their ballots in accordance with Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization 
Act of June 18, 193^ (ij8 Stat. 98U) , as amended by the Act of June l£, 
1935 (1*9 Stat. 738). 


Approval 

I, William E. Finale, Area Director,, of the Sacramento Area Office, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, by virtue of the authority granted to the 
Secretary of the Interior by the Act of June 1 8 , 1 93^-J (i|8 Stat. 98/4) , 
as amended, delegated to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs by 230 DM 
1.1 and redelegated to me by 10 BIAM 3 do hereby approve the foregoing 
Amendment III to the Constitution and Bylaws for the Tuolumne Band of 
Me-Wuk Indians, Tuolumne Rancheria, California. 


Sacramento, California 
Date: February 2U, 1976 


William E, Finale 
Area Director 


AMENDMENT - CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS FOR TEE TUOLUMNE BAND OF ME-VOX 
INDIANS OF THE TUOLUMNE INDIANS 

AMENDMENT TV 


Section 1 of Article IV - Powers of the Community Council shall be 
amended by: 

(i) To join and/or charter tribal housing authorities. 

Pursuant to an election authorized by the Area Director, Sacramento 
Area Office on December 23 , 1975 the attachment Amendment IV to the 
Constitution and Bylaws for the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians of 
the Tuolumne Rancheria of California was submitted to the qualified 
voters of the community council and was on February 19, 1976, duly 
adopted by a vote of 17 "for", and 9 "against", in an election in 
which at least thirty percent (}<M) of the 36 entitled to vote cast 
their ballots in accordance with Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization 
Act of June 18, 193U (U8 Stat, 98U) , as amended by the Act of June 1$, 
1935 (U9 Stat. 738). 


Approval 


I, William E. Finale, Area Director, of the Sacramento Area Office, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, by virtue of the authority granted to the 
Secretary of the Interior by the Act of June 18, 193U (1;8 Stat. 981;), 
as amended, delegated to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs by 230 DM 
1.1 and redelegated to me by 10 BIAM 3 Jo hereby approve the foregoing 
Amendment IV to the Constitution and Bylaws for the Tuolumne Band of 
Me-Wuk Indians, Tuolumne Rancheria, California. 


William E. Finale 
Area Director 


Sacramento, California 
Date: February 2i+, 1976 
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CORPORATE CHARTER OF THE TUOLUMNE BAND OF 
ME-WUK INDIANS OF THE TUOLUMNE RANCHERIA 


A federal corporation chartered under the act of 

JUNE IS, 1934 


/ 

V. . 


AAdierea-. the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indian- of the Tuolumne 
Rmuheria in ihe Male of C 'a I j B jJ j j i a con Mil urn- it recognized Indian 
Band organized under a con-i inn ion ami h\-]av- ratified bv the 
member? of the Tuolumne Band ol Me-AAuk Indian- on DceeniVr 7, 
193a. and appimed by the Secretary of \]w Iuieiu.r on Jamian 3n. 
1930. pursuant to section 1 of the An of dime Js. 1934 (4> S;ai, 
984 ), as amended bv the Act of June lf>. 193 - (49 Si at . 37fr) ; ami 

Whereas. more than one-third of the adult meml>ers of the Band 
have petitioned that a charter of incorporation be granted to sucli 
Band, subject to ratification by a vote of the adult Indians living on 
the Raricheria : 

Now, therefore. T Oscar L, Chapman. Assistant Secretary of the In- 
terior, by virtue of the authority conferred upon me by the said Act 
of June lfe. 1934 (48 Stat, 9S4), do hereby issue and submit thi- 
charter of incorporation to tlie Tuolumne Band of Me-AA’uk Indian- 
of the Tuolumne Ranchcria to effective tr^m and after Mich nmc 
as it may be ratified by a majority vote of the adult Indians jj\ jji^r on 
the Rancheria at an election ii: which at least 3o pei unit of ihe 
eligible voters vote. 


Corpora ft 
Existence 
and 

Purposes. 


Perpetual 

Member- 

ship. 


Manayt * 
meat. 


. 1. In order to further the economic development of 
the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indian? of the Tuo- 
lumne Ranchena in the State of California by con- 
ferring upon the said Band certain corporate rights, 
powers, privileges and immunities; to secure for 
t he members of the Band an assured economic inde- 
pendence; and lo provide for the proper exerci-e 
by the Band of various functions nereiofore pci - 
foimed by the Department of the Interior, the afore- 
said Band is hereby chartered as a body politic and 
corporate of the United States of America, under 
the corporate name. “Tuolumne Band of Me-AYuk 
Indians.’’ 

2. The Tuolumne Band of Me-AYuk Indian? shall . as a 
Federal corporation, have perpetual success on. 

3. The Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians shall be a 
membership corporation. It? members shall consist 
of all per-oiw now or hereafter members of 1 ho 
Band. a> provided b\ it- duly ratified and approved 
constitution and by-laws. 

4. The Tuolumne ('ommmiiiy Council e>inbb>hed m 
accordance with the said Constitution and By-law- 


n • 
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Corporate 

Powers. 


of the Band, shall exercise all the corporate powers 
hereinafter enumerated. 

5. The Band, subject to any restrictions contained in 
the Constitution and laws of the United States, or 
in the Constitution and By-laws of the said Band, 
shall have the following corporate powers, in addi- 
tion to all powers already conferred or guaranteed 
by the Band* s constitution and by-laws: 


c 


( 4 ) To adopt* use, and alter at its pleasure a 
corporate seal, 

(6) To purchase, lake by gift, bequest or other 
wise, own* hold, manage, operate, and cli~ 
po«e of property of every description* real 
and personal, subject to the following limi- 
tations* : 


(1) No sale or mortgage may be made by 
the Band of any land or imere-u- in 
land, including water* timber or min- 
eral rights, now or hereafter held by 
the Band within the boundaries of 
the Tuolumne Rancheria, 

(2) No leases or permits (which term- 
shall not include land assignments to 
members of the Band) covering any 
land or interests in land now or here- 
after held by the Band within the 
boundaries of the Tuolumne Raneherja 
shall be made by the Band for a 
longer term than five years, and all 
such leaser or permits must be ap 
proved bv the Secretary of the In- ^ 
terior or by his duly authorized repre- 
sentative; but mineral leases, or any 
leases requiring substantial improve- 
ments of the land may be made for 
longer periods when authorized by 
law. 

(3) No action shall be taken by or in be- 
half of the Band which in any way 
ope rates to destroy or injure the Com- 
munity grazing lands or other nat- 
ural resources of the Tuolumne Band 
of MeAYuk Indians. All leases and 
permits relating to the use of com- 
munity grazing lands shall conform 
to regulations of the Secretary of the 
Interior authorized by section 6 of the 
Act of June 18, 193-h with respect to 
range carrying capacity and other 
matters therein specified. Con form 

to such regulations shall be made a 
condition of am such lease or permit 
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whether or not such agreement re- 
quires the approval of the Secretary 
of the Interior, and the violation of 
such condition shall render the agree- 
ment revocable, in the discretion of the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

(c) To borrow money from the Indian Credit 
Fund in accordance with the terms of sec- 
tion 10 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 
964), or from any other governmental agen- 
cy, or from any member or associatioij of 
members of t he Band, and to use such fund? 
direct)} for productive community emei- 
prise*. or to loan money thus borrowed to 
individual members or associations of mem- 
bers of the Band : /Y oeld&L That the amount 
of indebtedness to which the Band may sub- 
ject itself, aside from loans from the Indian 
Credit Fund, shall not exceed $1,000, except 
with the express approval of the Secretary 
of the Interior. 

(d) To engage in anv business that will further 
the economic well-being of the members of 
the Band or to undertake any activitv of any 
nature whatever, not inconsistent with law or 
with any provisions of this Charter. 

( e ) To mnhe and perform contracts and agree- 
ments of every description, not inconsistent 
with law or with any provisions of this 
Charter, with any person, association, or cor- 
poration. with any municipality or any 
countv. or with the United States or the State 
of California, including agreements with the 
Slate of California for the rendition of pub- 
lic services: Provided, That all contracts in- 
volving payment of money by the corpora- 
tion in excess of $300 in any one year shall 
be subject to the approval of the Secretary 
of the Interior or his duly authorized repre- 
sentative. 

(/) To pledge or assign chattels or future com- 
munity income due or to become due to the 
Band: Provided , That assignments of in- 
come, other than an assignment to the United 
States, shall not extend more than five years 
from the date of execution and shall not 
Amount for any one year to more than one- 
half of the net community income from any 
one source: And provided further. That any 
such pledge or assignment shall be subject 
to the approval of the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior or nis duly authorized representative. 


4 



T ermina- 
tion of Su- 
pervisory 
rowers. 



(g) To deposit corporate funds, from whatever , , 

source derived, in any national or state bank 
to the extent that such funds are insured by 
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, 
or secured by a surety bond, or other security, 
approved by the Secretary of the Interior; 
or to deposit such funds in the Postal Sav- 
ings Bank or with a bonded disbursing offi- 
cer of the United States to the credit of the 
Bant]. 

(A) To sue and to be sued in conn- of r< on pa- 
tent jurisdiction within the United States: 
but tie- grant <*r exeirW' of Huh pou<-r I o 
sue and be sued shall nor Ik* deeiur«i a enn- 
seni by the Band oj by the Unjmd Mate** 
to tiie Jev\ of am judgment, lion or attach- 
ment upon the property of the Band other 
than income or Jiatieb spe<ia)iy pledged or 
assigned. 

(?) To exercise such further incidental powers, 
not inconsistent with law. as may be neces- 
sary to the conduct of corporate business. 

6. Upon request of the Tuolumne Community Council 
for the termination of any supervisory power re- 
served to the Secretary of the Interior under sec- 
tions 5 (&) (2). 5 (c), b (c), 5 (/). rt (<?). and sta- 
tion 8 of this Charier, the Secretary of the Interior, 
if he shall approve such request, shall thereupon 
submit the question of sucjj termination for rat di- 
cation by the Band. The termination dial! be eiU' - 
tive upon ratification by a majority vote of the adult i 
members of the Band residing on the Kancherja. ai 

an election in which at least 30 per cent of the 
eligible voter.- vote. If at any time after ten veais 
from the date of approval of the Charter, the Sec- 
retary shall disapprove a request for the termina- 
tion of any such supervisory power, or fail to ap- 
prove oi disapprove it within M days after its re- 
ceipt. tin* quebtion of its termination ma> then be 
submitted by the Secretary or by the Community 
Council to popular referendum of the adult mem 
bers of the Band actually living within the Ban- 
cheria, ami if the termination is approved by two- 
third? of the eligible voters, it shall be effect iu\ 

7. No property rights of the Tuolumne Band of Me- 
AVuk Indians* shall be in any way impaired by any- 
thing contained in this Charier, and the coinmuni.y 
ownership of unallotted lands, whether or not re- 
signed to the n*e of any particular individual- U 
hereby expjv*dy rccogni/cd The indn jdr.ilh 
owned propern of rm k mUn> of the Band shall not 
be subject to any corporate debt* or liabilities, with- 
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out such owners’ consent. Any existing lawful debts 
of the Band shall continue in force, except as such 
debts may be satisfied or cancelled pursuant to law. 

8. The Band may issue to each of its members a non- 
transferable certificate of membership evidencing 
the equal share of each member in the assets of the 
Band and may distribute per capita, among t lie 
recognized members of the Band, all income of t lie 
Band over and above sum'- necessary to defray cor* 
porate obligation* to member 1 - of the Band or to 
other persons and over and above all sums which 
may be devoted to the esiablishmeni of a resen r 
fund, the construction of public works, the cost.- of 
public enterprises, the expen-e- of communiyv gov- 
ernment. the needs of charity, or other corporate 
purpose. Any such distribution of profit* jji any 
one year amount in" to a distribution of more than 
one-half of tin accrued surplus, *Juill not be made 
without the approval of the Sc--mnr} of the In- 
terim, No financial a*sei* of t lie Band shall be 
distributed except as provided herein, 

9. The officers of the Band shall maintain accurate and 
complete public accounts of the financial affairs of 
the Band, which shall clearly show all credits, debts, 
pledges, and assignments, and shall furnish an an- 
nual balance sheet and report of t lie financial affairs 
of the Band to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

10. Tins Charter shall not be revoked or surrendered 
except by Act of Congress, but amendments may be 
proposed bv resolution* of t) le Community Council 
which, if approved by the Secretary of the Interior, 
shall be effective when ratified bv a majority We 
of the adult members living on the Ranrheria at a 
popular referendum in which at least 30 per cent 
of the eligible voters vote. 

1}. Tin* Charter shall be elective from and after the 
date of its ratification by a majority vote of the 
adult members of the Tuolumne Band of Me-AYuk 
Indian* living on the Tuolumne Ranchem, provided 
at )ea*t 30 pp?' cent of the eligible voters vote, such 
ratification to be formally certified by the Super- 
intendent of the Sacramento Indian Agency and 
the Chairman and Secretary of the Tuolumne Com- 
munity Council. 


Submitted by the Assistant Secretary of the Interior for ratifica- 
tion by the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians of the Tuolumne 
RaDcheria in a popular referendum to be held on November 12. 1937. 

Oscak L. Chatman. 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 


[shl] 


Washington, D. C m October 1937. 
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CERTIFICATION 

Pursuant to section 17 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984)/ 
this Charter^ issued on October 4, 1937 bv the Assistant Secretary 
of the Interior to the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians of the 
Tuolumne Rancheria, was duly submitted for ratification to the adult 
Indians living on the Rancheria and ^as on November 12, 1937 duly 
ratified by a vote of 21 for, and 1 against, in an election in vrhicli 
over 30 per cent of those entitled to vote cast their ballots. 

John Kirby, 

Chairman. Community Coin*' ,7. 

Mrs. Thankful Ghsdorit. 

Secret at y* Community Council. 

Roy Nash, 

Superintendent , Sacramento Agenjcy . 
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